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Federal Court System – Judicial Circuits
[image: ]







[bookmark: _GoBack]


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Haythe:Desktop:structure.jpg]Federal Court System – Flow of Cases
image1.jpg
‘SUPREME COURT
OF THE UNITED STATES

U.S. Courts of Apperis Gourt o1 Gustors
CoutolGame Circuis and Patont Appeals
S, Tax Court | [0, istnet Gouns| [U: Distcr Courts] | [Gustoms Gourt
v Pl And i o
Pricatt Loca patton sursdcion Oty
o
rem o ozt R
Gloral Labor aam Ponnois
ool Povr GO || it Dl Cobrsin

States Court System.

Figure 1.2 The Thirteen Federal Judicial Circuits,
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Supreme Court

- Highest court in the federal system

- Nine Justices, meeting in Washington, D.C.

- Appeals jurisdiction through certiorari process
- Limited original jurisdiction over some cases

Courts of Appeal

- Intermediate level in the federal system

- 12 regional “circuit” courts, including D.C. Circuit
- No original jurisdiction; strictly appellate

District Courts

- Lowest level in the federal system

- 94 judicial districts in 50 states & territories
- No appellate jurisdiction

- Original jurisdiction over most cases
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